
 

 

Photography 2019-20 
Ms. Faxon 
 
General Course Description 
Students will learn how to shoot, develop, and print black-and-white film in a traditional darkroom; they will also learn how 
to use a DSLR camera and basic procedures of the digital darkroom (Photoshop). Students will learn the elements and 
principles of two-dimensional design as a means of understanding and discussing photography and other forms of visual 
art. Project assignments will cover a range of photographic expression and technique and will also explore how photog-
raphy can be used as a tool for creating works in other art media. Students will study the history and evolution of photo 
technology, the work of both journalists and art photographers, and methods for understanding and interpreting photo-
graphic images. 
 
 
Course Equipment and Materials 
Students must have the use of a simple point-and-shoot digital camera for some assignments—a phone camera is good.  
The classroom is equipped with SLR film cameras and DSLR cameras for class exercises and assignments. In addition, 
there is a computer lab in the classroom and a black-and-white traditional darkroom. 
 
 
Grading 
Evaluation of Assignments: Every assignment will be given a percentage grade based on criteria that will be discussed 
when the assignment is given. Some assignments are weighted more heavily than others; the number of points for each 
assignment will be made clear when the assignment is given and also can be found in Synergy. Assignments must be 
turned in on time; late work will not be accepted,  except in the case of an excused absence, for which the student will be 
given an extension equal to the time missed. Students are responsible for turning in all work to the teacher. Digital assign-
ments and some written assignments will be submitted electronically through the Google Classroom system. Students are 
responsible for registering for Google Classroom promptly at the beginning of the year. You can write your registration 
code for your class here: __________________. 
 
Grading Scale: assignment and report card grades are awarded as follows: 

90 - 100% = A; 75 - 89% = B; 60 – 74% = C; 50 - 59% = D; < 50% = F 

 
Plagiarism: Photographs must be original work, made by the student. Any assignments found to be copied from some-
one else's work or copied from the internet or other sources will result in an F assignment grade and disciplinary action.  

 
Sustained Silent Reading: SSR is graded (100 points). SSR is not for homework or other study. Full participation in SSR 
includes bringing your own book, magazine, or reader, so that you can immerse yourself in the reading you choose. 
 
Personal Devices and Participation: You will be asked to use the camera app on your phone for exercises; your phone 
is also useful for checking assignments, for submitting work to Google Classroom, or for checking your progress Synergy. 
However, we never use earbuds in class. Because listening to music through earphones or earbuds is socially isolating 

and prevents you from fully participating in lecture and discussion, their use is strictly prohibited. “Strictly prohibited” 

means that you are not allowed to wear your earbuds or headphones, whether or not you are receiving audio from them. 
Misuse of personal phones and/or wearing of earbuds will be deducted from a 100 pt. participation grade each semester. 
 
 
Standards of Participation 
 
• Regular and prompt attendance is expected. 
 
• Cooperate in class activities; use equipment and materials safely and according to instructions. 
 
• Be kind and supportive to classmates. 
 

• Use electronics only as needed for the class (see detailed policy under “personal devices”, above). 

 
• Doing work unrelated to the class is not allowed unless photo class assignments have been completed. 
 
• Except for water, eating or drinking are not permitted during class. 
 
• Cleanup of equipment and classroom is required. 


